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Success In Food Waste Composting 
• As a compost manufacturer, need control over raw 
materials, e.g., quantity, quality 
•  Need a seat at the sustainability table, the climate 
resiliency table, the food access table 
• The high-value products provide solutions 
• Community engagement — be an asset 
• Can succeed at any scale  
• Close loop as locally as possible 
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Need Success At Every Scale 
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Calculation by City of San Diego 
Environmental Services Dept 
Food Rescue & Access: 
Composting and AD projects 
are cog in that wheel 
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Vermont Kitchen Academy 
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People Do Change Behaviors 
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Changing The Behavior — Key Is Keeping Organics Clean  
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New York 
Compost 
Project, New 
York City 
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(Clockwise from Top) Source: Carter’s Compost; Zero Waste 
Today; Gainesville Compost; The Composting Network, LLC 
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City Sprouts, Philadelphia 
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City Sprouts, Philadelphia 
 12/12/2014 17 
Veteran Compost Lenz Enterprises 
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Composting Facilities by Type 
Yard 
Trimmings 
 70% 
Food Scraps  
7% 
Mixed 
Organics  2% 
Biosolids  5% 
On-Site 
Institution 7% 
 
On-Site 
Farm/Ag  8% 
 
Other  1% 
Source:  State of Composting in US, ILSR, 2014. 
4,914 total composting sites reported 
(44 states reporting) 
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State of Composting Snapshots 
(44 states reporting this data) 
• Yard trimmings — 3,453 
• Food waste — 347** 
• Mixed organics — 87 
• Mixed waste composting — 11 
• Biosolids — 238 
• On-site composting at institutions: 337 
• Composting on-site at farms: 400 
 
**>500 (2014; BioCycle’s www.findacomposter.com) 
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Estimated 244 Anaerobic Digesters Operating At Commercial 
Livestock Farms in U.S. 
Source: USEPA AgSTAR, November 2014 
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Sensenig Dairy 
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Commercial, Municipal Anaerobic Digestion 
Plants In U.S. 
• Source separated organics only, e.g., food waste, yard 
trimmings, FOG 
– California: 5 operating and several in construction 
– Wisconsin: 1 operating 
• Mix of municipal biosolids and food waste streams 
– Florida: 1 operating 
– Ohio: about a half-dozen 
– New York State: 2 
• Wastewater treatment plant codigestion 
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BioCycle’s www.findacomposter.com 
447 Handling Food Scraps 
Biocycle, July 2014 
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